Winfield Schools PTO Meeting Minutes

March 3, 2008
Submitted by Susan Gavin

Meeting came to order at 7:02 p.m. in the Central School library.
Attendees
Mary Schramer, Susan Gavin, Alice Butler, Patty Peletis, Kristen McHenry, Betty Coady, Lisa Kroehnke, Debbie Paler, Carrie Schweitzer
Introductions/Welcome – Mary Schramer

President’s Report – Mary Schramer

Mary passed around the thank you scrapbook which includes some new notes.  We received thank you notes from Mr. Bernklau’s class.  Parents who would like to have his/her child’s note may take it from the book.  

The PTO by-laws have been posted since the last meeting.  There were no changes or revisions made during this time so they are ready to be voted on to make them official.  The new PTO by-laws were approved as they stand.     
We need to set up a nominating committee and begin nominations for next year’s officers and committee chairs.  Patty Peletis offered to coordinate this task and Lisa Kroehnke volunteered to help her.  The hope is that in setting up an official nomination process we can get more parents involved with helping out in the PTO.  By having this process in place we might interest someone who hadn’t thought about helping out in a certain way, but if he/she is nominated by another person then they might consider it.  No one can be voted into a position without his/her knowledge and acceptance of that role.    
Secretary’s Report – Susan Gavin

The February minutes were approved as they stand. 

Treasurer’s Report – Carrie Schweitzer

Carrie presented the profit and loss report for September 1, 2007 – March 3, 2008.  The Ultra Foods fundraiser check has not yet arrived, but should be coming soon.  Debbie Paler is going to follow up.  Debbie also reported that we are expecting the Caliendo’s check from February’s cook’s night out.  The McDonald’s check from September’s cook’s night out still hasn’t arrived and Debbie is going to follow up once again.  Debbie has contacted them many times and there is confusion over whether the check will be issued from the local restaurant or the corporate office.  

Principal’s Report – Alice Butler for Patti Palagi
Mrs. Palagi was out of town, but Mrs. Butler reported in her place by distributing copies of a letter from Mr. Kahlfeldt regarding the scoreboard in the gym.  He is asking the PTO to consider earmarking funds to purchase a new scoreboard.  Looking at preliminary numbers, he wrote that it will probably cost somewhere between $2000-$4000.  It is not reliably working and has been this way for a number of years.  The schedule for replacing sports uniforms came up as that is also a costly undertaking.  Mr. Kahlfeldt expressed in his letter that he felt the scoreboard replacement should be brought to the forefront.  Carrie Schweitzer wants to run an Activities Fund balance report before we vote on this.  We are asking Mr. Kahlfeldt to get official quotes on the total cost.  So with new information coming from PTO and Mr. Kahlfeldt we can revisit this topic at the April meeting.      
Teacher’s Report – Alice Butler

No report given.
Box Tops – Kristen McHenry

Kristen reported that we had a great spring semester Box Tops contest.  It brought in 3500 box tops which translates to almost $360.  Mrs. Smyth had the winning class.  Kristen mentioned that next year she would prefer to run the spring contest a bit earlier so it doesn’t coincide with the very hectic week leading up to the drama club’s performance weekend, but still qualifies to receive a check within the school year per the Box Top rules.  This means she would like to run the fall contest in September rather than October to allow more time in between to collect the Box Tops.     

Cook’s Night Out – Debbie Paler

Debbie is planning to contact Tony’s Steamers to see if they would be interested in sponsoring the March 19 cook’s night out.  She mentioned that Community High School happens to be having a cook’s night out the same night.  In the future we might want to try to avoid a date that coincides with theirs so the fundraisers aren’t competing with each other.  Debbie brought up the fact that the April cook’s night out is April 16 which is right before Chili Fest on April 19.  There was discussion about whether we should cancel the cook’s night out or change it to a different date.  We settled on keeping with the date, but making sure we work with a restaurant that isn’t providing chili for Chili Fest as we don’t want to approach a single restaurant with too many fundraising requests at once.  At the April PTO Meeting we should have a firm list of which restaurants are providing chili so we can talk about possible other restaurants for cook’s night out at that time.    
Yankee Candles – Debbie Paler

Debbie has received the supplies needed to launch the spring Yankee Candle sale which will be March 14-28.  This year we have scheduled in more time to make sure the shipment arrives before Mother’s Day.  Last year it was very close and Debbie had a hard time getting all of the products to the families.  After the scheduled pickup time she was left with quite a bit of product.  She wanted to make sure the families got them in time for Mother’s Day as promised so she made deliveries to people’s homes.  There was some discussion about whether the shipment could be delivered to her house and then families could stop by outside of the normal pickup time more easily rather than Debbie having to make deliveries.  It was brought up that at February’s PTO Meeting, in the context of discussing the PTO by-laws, Mrs. Palagi expressed her desire that all fundraising products be delivered to and families pick up from school unless it’s truly not possible (as for the greenery sale given the sheer size of the delivery).  It was suggested that perhaps the main Yankee Candle pickup could coincide with the May Market Day pickup which is May 7.  Then if products are left over, they can be delivered to the child’s classroom and the parent can make arrangements to pick it up from there.  Debbie reported that in the past Yankee Candle hasn’t been able to firmly commit to an arrival date for the shipment, but she is going to contact the representative to see if it can at least be guaranteed for arrival by the Market Day date.   
Market Day – Betty Coady
Betty reported that February and March Market Day sales have been down.  It was noted that their prices seem to be going up so perhaps some families are having to pare down their Market Day shopping list.
Programs – Cynthia Voss

Cynthia was unable to attend, but parents reported that the Mad Science show in February was well received by the students.  The programs planned for April include a Bucket Boys performance for grades 3-8 and a storyteller for preschool-grade 2.     

Chili Fest– Mary Schramer, Susan Gavin, Deanna Mustafa
Mary reported the changes in the chili fest format in order to be in compliance with the Health Department and qualify for a Temporary Food Service Permit which we are required to have in order to host this event.  The biggest change is that all chili must be prepared in a licensed kitchen so we can no longer serve chili that was prepared by families at home.  Community members still may participate by cooking chili in the school kitchen on the day of chili fest.  Since we had 15 community members submit chili in the contest last year we will need to make up for that by soliciting more restaurants to donate.  Deanna is visiting area restaurants to see if they would be interested in participating.  There was discussion about various restaurants to try such as Charlie’s Alehouse, Steak & Shake, Wendy’s, Village Tavern, Manhattans, and the various new restaurants in downtown Wheaton who might like the opportunity for publicity.  
We had not planned on doing the raffle baskets this year, but they are back by popular demand.  We received feedback from parents that they were sorry to see it go and Cherie Stone has offered to coordinate this portion of Chili Fest.  There was discussion that some classes don’t round up enough products to fill out a basket, but Cherie is planning to present a number of options including collecting money from classroom parents and she’ll go out to purchase one larger item or combining classes so there is, for example, a fifth grade basket, rather than two separate baskets.  Another option would be for a room parent to provide an object for the children to decorate and Mrs. Kueker would work with them to complete the project.  

Mary presented the draft of a letter she’s preparing to send home to the school community which should answer all questions related to Chili Fest in terms of the changes in format and the volunteer help we need in many areas.  All solicitation for chili, silent auction, and food items is beginning in earnest and we could use help.  Susan has lists of businesses by area (i.e. Cantera, Danada,…) who donated to the silent auction last year.  We’d like to have volunteers stop by in person to drop off our fundraising letter to see if they will be able to participate again.  Susan is also mailing or faxing businesses in the Winfield Chamber of Commerce who did not participate last year to see if they might like to donate an item, gift certificate, or purchase an ad in the Chili Fest program.  The fundraising letter will also go home to the school families so anyone who owns a business, or knows someone who does, might consider making a donation.  
Upcoming Dates

March 5 – Market Day pickup


April 7 – School Resumes

March 7 – Tiger T Day




PTO Meeting 7:00 p.m.

March 14 – begin Yankee Candle sales

April 9 – Market Day pickup

March 19 – Cook’s Night Out


April 10 – Superintendent Coffee

March 21 – No School



April 11 – Tiger T Day

March 28 – Market Day orders due


April 15-17 – Spring Book Fair 


     End of Yankee Candle sales

April 15 – Spring Pictures
  

March 31 – Spring Break begins


April 16 – Cook’s Night Out 






April 17 – Parents’ Tea






April 18 – Music Recital 7:00 p.m.







April 19 – Chili Fest 2008

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m..

(Mary received the following Spiritwear report via e-mail upon returning home from the meeting.)
Spiritwear – Lisa Zink 
Lisa has been waiting for over a week for R&M Specialties to create the order form we will be sending home with our spring products.  They have not been prompt with service and she recommends we find someone new to service our school in the fall.  Lisa has sent our information out to several companies that deal with this type of product for samples and pricing.  They should be arriving in our PTO box for next year’s chairperson to start looking at.  Lisa recommends that we consider having Avenue Apparel become our supplier again.  They were much more responsive to our needs than R&M, their prices were just slightly higher.

Lisa is trying to get the spring order form out now so that all orders can be turned in by March 21.  The delivery after that would take about 3 weeks if all goes well.  For the spring order we will be offering the following: Basic Short Sleeved T-Shirts in White or Royal ($8), White and Royal Baseball T's ($10), Polo Shirts in White w/Royal and in Royal with White PawPrint Embroiderd ($12 Y $15 A), Jersey Shorts w/ Left Leg Imprint ($10), and Gray Hooded Sweatshirt w/ Press on Logo ($15).  Lisa has requested samples of at least some of the products and they are not available.  
