Winfield Schools PTO Meeting Minutes

February 4, 2008

Submitted by Susan Gavin

Meeting came to order at 7:05 p.m. in the Central School Library.

Attendees

Mary Schramer, Patti Palagi, Susan Gavin, Kristen McHenry, Lisa Napolitano, Lisa Kroehnke, Robin Besore, Patty Peletis

Introductions/Welcome – Mary Schramer

Mary welcomed the group.  Since we have a lot of information to cover, she reminded us that we use Robert’s Rules for running the meeting such as trying to stay on the topic at hand, addressing comments to the president, and calling for a motion. 

President’s Report – Mary Schramer

Mary reported that about 15 people attended the PTO Coffee who were mostly people already involved with the PTO.  The weather was bad that morning so perhaps we would have had more on a better day, but those who attended had an enjoyable time.  There was some discussion about having future coffee/meet & greets, perhaps trying a different time of day or having committee chairs host events.  

Seventh grader Catherina Canestrelli recently lost her father.  Cynthia Voss is taking up a collection to help the family with some of their expenses in attending the funeral which was held in her father’s home state of California.  If anyone would like to contribute, give a check to Cynthia, who will forward it to the family.

Secretary’s Report – Susan Gavin

The January minutes were approved as they stand. 

Treasurer’s Report – Carrie Schweitzer

Carrie was unable to attend, but Mary distributed her profit and loss report.  The report reflects the $100 from the John’s Buffet cook’s night out in December.  Mary noted that an $80 from the January cook’s night out at Heidi’s Deli and Market Day checks have not been deposited yet.  We are also expecting about $1500 from the Ultra Foods fundraiser.  

Principal’s Report – Patti Palagi

No report given.

Teacher’s Report – Lisa Napolitano

No report given.

Philanthropy – Robin Besore

Robin presented the requests made by school staff members.  After discussion, we approved three of the five requests.  Mrs. Hempe’s $100 request for a Fly Fusion Pentop Computer and Software was approved.  Mrs. Wanous’ $260 request for a digital camera in each of the two school offices was approved.  Mrs. Nelson and Mrs. Smyth’s $225 request for 50 copies of Fabulous Facts about the 50 States was approved.  The drama club’s request for $150 to cover the cost of groceries to provide lunch for the parents and students at the all-day play run-through was denied since they made a nice profit on the Market Day pie sales and the ultimate goal is for the Drama Club to be financially self-sufficient.  Mrs. Palagi withdrew her request for an ELMO EV-2000 AF unit.  She would eventually like to have a set of three with accompanying projection systems, but this is such a costly acquisition that she might look into a grant as an alternative source of funding.  At this time, she would prefer to have another laptop computer that can travel throughout the buildings as needed.  The three requests we approved came to a total of $585.  Since we had $1160 available in funds for this round of philanthropy requests, $575 was remaining which we approved for the laptop computer.  

Boxtops – Kristen McHenry

Kristen reported that the check from the fall BoxTops contest was lost in the mail.  The company stopped payment on the check last week and reissued a new check which should be arriving in the next few weeks.  We decided to do another contest this year the week of February 19-22.  The reward for the classroom submitting the most box tops will be a pizza party.  

Cook’s Night Out – Debbie Paler

Debbie was unable to attend, but Mary reported that Heidi’s Deli sent in an $80 profit check from the January fundraiser.  It was accompanied by a thank you note which said the day of our Cook’s Night Out was their best one- day sales ever.  They are very eager to team up with the school again for another fundraiser in the future.

Family Fun Nights – Lisa Marie Vogt

Lisa Marie was unable to attend.  Mary brought up the fact that the Ratatouille movie night had to be cancelled due to a snow day from school and asked if we wanted to try to reschedule.  Mrs. Palagi offered this Friday, February 8 as a possibility, but we felt it was too short of notice and we didn’t know if Lisa Marie would be available to host the event.  We’ll be in touch with Lisa Marie to see if we want to try to reschedule at some point in the future. 

Market Day – Linda McNamara

No report given. 

Programs – Cynthia Voss

Cynthia was unable to attend, but Mrs. Palagi reported that the February program is going to be the Mad Science demonstration.  The April program will be two-fold with the preschool through 2nd grade enjoying a storyteller and the 3rd-8th graders seeing the Bucket Boys program.  Cynthia was able to book these events and stay under the Programs budget. 

Room Parents – Kathy Toman

Mary reported that Kathy is working on scheduling the parks for the end of the year picnics.  

Spiritwear – Lisa Zink

Lisa was unable to attend, but reported to Mary that she is considering holding a spring spiritwear sale.  We will schedule dates with her at the next meeting. 

Chilifest/Winterfest – Mary Schramer

Committees are forming now.  There was discussion earlier in the year about hosting a spaghetti dinner rather than a full-fledged chilifest, but the school community really seemed to want another chilifest so now is when we need people to step up and volunteer.  We are specifically looking for people willing to run the fun fair and the kitchen.  Babette Dean is running the karaoke station.  Nancy Young is coordinating the cake walk.  Deanna Mustafa is coordinating the chili vendors and will be running the silent auction with her brother-in-law who has experience in this area.  Superstar Karate is interested in participating again.  We are hoping to have Petland participate again with their fish prizes.  

Mary met with Deanna Mustafa and Susan Gavin and they drafted a letter and solicitation worksheet to be used for area businesses.  They are planning to use most items for the silent auction, but possibly use some items in a raffle if they are better suited in that capacity.  We are hoping to distribute solicitation letters in the next week and could use some help with faxing and mailing.  We have been discussing the possibility of having each class decorate some sort of wooden item to be auctioned off.  We originally looked into bar stools, but at about $20 each it seems like a lot of money upfront without knowing how much it will actually earn in the auction.  There was discussion about step stools which are not as expensive, but might be too small for an entire class to have space in which to make their marks.  Mary put a note in last week’s Tiger Prints for families to send in donations of extra wood furniture pieces they might have that could be painted and auctioned.  Mrs. Kueker is eager to work with her students on the projects.  The consensus was that maybe we should try creating these projects with only a few classes this year to see if they turn out to be popular items at the silent auction.  We could expand to do all of the classes for next year’s fundraiser if the response is good.  Mrs. Palagi and Mrs. Napolitano discussed the possibility of the staff putting together a primary school basket and a central school basket for the raffle.  Mrs. Palagi also said she would be happy to coordinate the staff items/outings for the auction and help arrange them on the table with the proper signage.         

Patti Palagi reported that during a routine health inspection of the kitchen, the inspector told her that we should have a permit issued from the health department in order to host chilifest.  Mrs. Palagi passed on the contact information and Mary Schramer agreed to contact her.  There was also discussion about whether we need to acquire a permit for the silent auction/raffle.  This would just be a matter of filing the paperwork.       

By-Laws Review – Mary Schramer

Mary reported that she revised the by-laws to bring them up to date.  Some of the revisions include changing Article III:A  to state the dates of our fiscal year to be August 1 – July 31 which best reflects our spending within each school year.  Also, Article V:B1 was changed to state that the PTO officers will be elected at the April PTO meeting which is how we’ve operated in the recent past.  Article VI:D4 was amended to include notation that whenever possible, all fundraising products will be delivered to and distributed from the school property.  Article VII:A4 now includes information that activities scholarships will be limited to one scholarship per student per year.  There was discussion about Article VII: PTO Funds Appropriation and whether we should create a subgroup called “Capital Expenditure Funds” in addition to the existing “Activities Funds” and “General PTO Funds” subgroups.  Mary felt that these unforeseen expenses during the year can be adequately covered by creating standing rules which are temporary by nature.  The most recent version of the by-laws, which reflects discussion from this meeting, will be made available for review at each of the school offices or by contacting Mary Schramer.  We will vote to approve them at the March PTO Meeting.       

Any Other Issues or Concerns

No issues were brought to the table.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25.

